Friends of Fiji Board Meeting

Sunday, June 28, 2009

Attendees:  Anne Baker, Rob Bartel, Tom Cooke, Ed Dillery, David Downes, Cynthia Grant, Paul Nuti, Jim Rierson, Beth Shearer

Special Guests:  Ambassador Winston Thompson and Mrs. Queenie Thompson

Introductions:  The Board introduced themselves to Mr. and Mrs. Thompson.


Ambassador Thompson shared his career of public service, including service at the UN in New York. Mrs. Thompson talked about their 4 children and 6 grandchildren.  A daughter and son live in New York; one son lives in Sydney; and a daughter lives in New Zealand.  She works with a charity, Vision Fiji, that is involved in development projects and other things such as providing books for school children.

We discussed having a summer event.  We plan to target the month of September and Cynthia and Rob will co-plan.

Minutes:  The minutes of the May 16 Board retreat were approved.

Treasurer’s report:  FoF has sent to checks to Peace Corps Partnership for a composting toilet and a kindergarten building.  The kindergarten building is still on the website and requires additional funding.

Membership:  Thirty (30) have dropped membership since February (February -- 278 paid members; June – 247 paid members; September – 237 paid members).  With the newsletter going out, we should see some renewals.  Of the 1458 addresses receiving a newsletter, 1118 of these served in Fiji.

Anne will sent Becky and Dana a note reminding them to let volunteers at the COS know that the first year is free for a newly returned volunteer.

Newsletter:  The newsletter went to the printer on Friday, June 26 and should be mailed the week of June 30.  One new feature will be a “Then and Now” of a returned volunteer.  The next issue will e in November and then we will move to a 3 times per year format.

Branding:  Rob Salerno is continuing to work with Danika and hopes to have logo suggestions at the next meeting.

Website:   Jim R. and Rob B. are the web-site task force.  Our current website has been up for over 10 years and we are using free software.  We need to have more people than just Jim involved and we do have some funds that could be used for the web-site redesign.  Anne moved that we join “Tech Soup” which non profits can join for free and buy software at dramatically reduced prices and the board agreed.  Jim R. will take the lead on this.

NPCA:  Rob B. and Anne went to the Group Leader’s Forum on June 27.  Rob felt some comfort in that all of the groups seems to share the same challenges of the modern internet age, good mailing addresses, and keeping in touch with volunteers.  FoF may be a little ahead.

Little action will be taken on the 50th anniversary of the Peace Corps until the organization has a new director.

We discussed actions FoF could take for the 20th anniversary of FoF, both here and in Fiji.  Ruth Larimer may still be PC Director in Fiji for the anniversary and we should contact her.  David and Beth are willing to work on a Fiji activity.  Paul will develop a concept paper on PC-Fiji stories.  There is some thought that the PC 50th anniversary will focus on the future with an exhibit on the mall similar to the Folklife Festival with countries where PC has served would have an exhibit.  It will be held September 22 – 25, 2011.  We will work with the embassy on this.  Amb. and Mrs Thompson will give us a list of international organizations in Fiji that we may want to work with.

Other business:  Charla at NRECA will not be able to commit to a date when NRECA will be available to us until after July.  We need to select a chairperson for the fundraiser soon.

Next meetings:  August 30th and October 4 are the next scheduled meetings.

