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FOF: STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR OUR FUTURE

At thebeginning of the yearhte Friends of FiBoard of Directorformed a Strategy Task Force tmnsideimportant
issues related to membership, communication, prograrisdraising Task Force members inclddeom CookéFiji27),
Anne Bake(Fiji56), Paul Nuti (Fip3), Rob Salemo (FRE) and Rob Bartel (Fif9). Oneo f t h e keypropasgh 0 :
was forthe Board toorganizea retreat tobuild on its discussions aad priorities for implementimgerationalchanges.
Soin May, the Board convened a dadgngretreatin Bethesda, Marylandvhere Task Force members pnesd their
findings The retreat wasgracioushhosted byFOFVicePresident Rob Saler at the DAkorporateoffices where he &
Manager in thi Global Health Sector.

Theretreat marled a transitiorfor FOFin that theFOFBoardis composed of memisewho span the history of Peace
Corps in Fi fromFiji1 to Fiji79 to FijiReEntry 4, along withFijian expatriates and a former ambassadofiji.
Further, tarting withthe service of Becky and Danafleyn (FRE) as ircountry liaison§;OFhasenjoyedreal-timeinput
from currentvolunteersvhohave beerexcellentambassadors fofFOF Things have indeed changed since most of th
original Fijiservicegroupswere ircountry. Soon, Friends of Riill celebrag its 20" anniversary and the Baais
considering how to commemoridis occasiomvhile continuing to grow and strengthen our support of Peace Corps

TheBoard considered the mission of the organization, the core gtagrses,the need®f currentmembers and the
expectation®f new membersWhat followsis a brief synopsis of thdiscussions held at the retreat.

Membership: FOFwas founded as a Peace Corps volunteer and staff alumapgnod this is still the largestgmenof
the membershipWhile the membershipder include approximately 275 paid memberas of May, this repesents less
than 20 percent of Peace Corps Fiji alun#tithe same timeve are pleased to have family, friends and Fijian
expatriates a members and have benefited from the generosity@fifan expat community in supporting our
fundraisers.

Membership renewal has traditionally been dependent upon returns fegsietters and membership appéetters. This
issomewhaproblematic because recently returned PCVs tend to move freqaieaitiye often lse them to bad email
addresses, so we end up payiftg snail mail to nowhereFOFis hopeful that members will take advantage of the
PayPal optiorwe added to the website last yearfoenewas and donations

More generally FOFis keerto offer opportunities for members to become actively engaged in our activifiednvite
you to let us know how you would like to be invglaed there are many possibilitieserve as a mentor for new
volunteers preparing to go to Fje a contact ér recentlyreturnedvolunteerdearn about Peace Corps Partnership
Projects that need fundingerve ora committegorganize an event, and so many others.

Communications:Historically, our primary meth®df communication haveen biannual newsleteeand our website.
FOFis eagerto enhance the value okwsletteccontent and to more regularly post updatesactivities, status reports
funded projectand links to relevanbotent on our websitgcontinuedn page 3)
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THEPRESI DENT060S MESSAGE

Dear Friends of Fiji,

When my group, Fiji9, closed our service in December of 1997, Peace C@ijpg/as shutting down operations. It
seemed a bittersweet end to three decades of Peace Corps Rethblic othe Fijilslands So it is with great joyhat |
have followed thd~ijiReEntry (FRE) groups as they tati¢efamiliar challengesf navigating the languages and cultu
of Fiji during preservice training, and veledin their accomplishments as they strive td to#iimission that we all
embraced ag’eace Corps Voluntee®ver twentytwo hundred PCVs have shared their minds, hearts and souls w
wonderful countryVolunteers, staff, family, friends and supporters have shared something with the peopleabid-iji
uniquely oursThese shared experiences are the glue that binds us together as the Friends of Fiji.

| amespeciallypleased that ouBoard continues to have representation from RPCVs who served in each decade «
Corps/Fiji and that we curnetly have an active inountry volunteer liaisolit. is tremendously helpful to know firsthant
what is going on in FijSuch information helps guide the organization as we contemplate new ways to support vc
entering PreService Training, actiwelunteers seeking suppfat projectsand returning volunteers looking to ease b
into life in the US.and elsewhere

Service, Teaching, Lifelong Learning and Cultural Exchange are important themes to all volunteers. Perhamsr fol
service ontinues iboth new andamiliar ways. Friends of Fiji is dedicated to supporting and continuing the work tr
all started when we began our service in Fljie sponsor educational and charitable activities that promote mutual
understanding betweermfericans and the people of FijiVe inform and educate our members and the general publ
matters relating to Fiji, primarily through our newsletter, wehsiieevents. And & support smablcale development
projects in Fiji, many of which involugent PCVs and the communities they sémge you to think of Friends of Fiji ¢
an important way textendyour involvement in service to Fiji and to th& Beace Corps.

Staying connected can sometimes be challengisgne of my cohortof R/ s comment ed | ast
that someone is trying to keep track of wus. o6 Acti
fellow RPCV4p the ongoing work of Peace Cofp4i andto the people ofFiji Ifyouhavendt alread
renew your membership and join our social networking groufscebooland theNational Peace Corp&s s oc i a
Peace Corp€onnectThese pl atforms pr ovi dehroaghwhich ad catayeonne@dande
advancethe goals ofFriends of Fiji.

Robert C. BarteFiji 79 (19951997)
President, Friends of Fiji

Friends of Fiji Incorporates!

Friends of Fiji has always operated as an unincorporated association, but this yeardhef Birectors decided to
incorporate in order to limit the liability of individual Board members and to provide the organization with other
benefits of nowprofit corporate status. The Articles of Incorporation were registered with the Distriatrdfi€oin
May 15, 2009. They define the purposes of the Friends of Fiji as:

a. To be the alumni association of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers and staff who have served in Fiji;

b. To undertake and sponsor educational and charitable activities designed &s$aip realization of the
educational and charitable goals for which the United States Peace Corfi¥eghe Corps") was created,

c. Toinform and educate its members and the public on matters relating to Fiji

d. To develop a community to assist in acconmgjigie foregoing purposes; and

e. To undertake any other lawful purpose. In pursuing this purpose, the Organization shall operate exclus
educational, scientific and charitable purposes within the meaning of section 501(c)(3) of the Internal R
Code of 1986, as the same may be amended, supplemented or superseded from time to time.

So, i t @RsiendsfoffFiji loas incbrporated!




NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Several new members of the Friends of Fiji Board of Directors commenced their service to the organization earli¢
Wedd | i ke to introduce them to you:

Tom Cooke

Tomwas in Peace Corps Fiji education group XXVII, arrivoayirtry in October 1976He was

lucky enough to be assigned to Nadarivatu, in the central highlands of Viiibdtie shadow of

Tomanivi (Mount Victoria), in fagffter extending for a third year teaching at Nadarivatu Junior

Secondary Schodipommarried Alesi, who is from Nadrau, in the very centre of the islan#i989,

Tom and Alegiad the opportunity to return to Fiji, wh@@mtaught at Niusawa Methodist High
3 " School in Taveuni, before taking a position at the Fiji School of Medicine. itnSL8&8, family

) M\Wm matters broughthemback to the U.S. East Coast again.

/Ml

Paul Nuti
Paul was a member of Fiji 53 and served as a secondary school teacher on Rabi Island, home
Banabans, from 1984 to 1986. Halfway through his$eevice TrainindPaul was pulled aside and
told that he would be serving on an island where neither Fijian nor Hindi was the primary spok
language. Not only was that hysterically funny after weelsji@in and Hindanguage training, but
it was the beginning of a ique and unforgettable adventure asvolunteer, sort of in Fiji and sort «
.\ in Kiribati Since those heady, kafaeled days, Paul has enjoyed a varied career in internationa
* @ development that has taken him to the Marshall Islands, West Africa, thesBaticaeventually bacl
. to the U.S. At present, Paul is a Senior Speechwriter at AARP, and lives in Washington, DC v
W|fe Elizabeth, toddler son Daniel, and two sibling @&tscy and Zeké rescued from the streets of Skopje, Macedoni

Rob Slarno

Rob('Ropate}, FRE4served as an agribusiness / organizational development volunteer at Ag
Lautoka, working with women and vulnerable children to improve their livelihoods, generate
and build capacity in a struggling organizatiofts avolunteer, Rob was very active on the Peer
Support Network, Voluntary Advisory Committee (VAC) and engaged in gender and develog
activities. Returning to the states early in 2007, he traveled around the US and finally returne
Washington, DC whetee began working in the private sect@till working in international
development, Rob currently serves as a manager in DAI's Global Health Sector, designing &
implementing projects at the interface of animal and human héalis spare time, Robjeys
outdoor activities, reading, traveling, and spending time with his family and friends.

Strategic Planningcontinued from page 1
The website was largely built and has been maintained by Jim Reierson (Fiji 20), and he welcomes suggestions
content and for updating the site.

Newsletter readers have likely noted the frequent content overlap with the website. Going fo@Favdid like to seq
content that 1isndt n e sangtiveaevents, put nore gahred tohumstergstestortes abayit o
members, current Peace Corps Fiji activities, and updates on the impact of the development projects FOF funds

FOF must do better at communicating the benefits of membership. As most members admit that they join to stay
with their fellow RPCVs, providing opportunities for members to do so is central to our l@iSsios. FF a c e B 0 0
our gr ou pPeacaCohhPChAnPosvide easy and efficient ways foOfF to facilitate communication between
members and therganization.l n addi ti on, we encourage individual

it be great if each subgroup could organize reunions by simply posting a message©R theliSite without having to
search for long lost friendsgtinuedn page 4




NEW PROJECTS FUNDED BY FRIENDS OF FlJI

Friends of Fiji continues to support development projects in Fiji with contributed funds and the proceeds of our bi
fundraiser. The following projects, all proposed by current PCVs through the Peaca&shis Pagram, have been
funded since the fall of 2008. Note that the Peace Corps no longer identifies the geographic location of voluntse
as a security precaution.

Compost Toilets

The Great Sea Reef near Mali Island is home to 12 spkstiess on the IUCN red list of threatened species. One of tt
easiest ways to help preserve this habitat is to construct dry compost toilets that eliminate the sewage runoff into
that cripples the reef ecosystem and reduces the fish populatismrdject will introduce the first two ecologiegthart,
functioning compost toilets to the island, as well as be an instructional tool for the dramatic benefits of having cor
toilets, likely expanding future latrine construction. The broadeisggmateduce the impact of the expanding populatic
on the reef so that fish stocks, which these villagers rely on for subsistence, remain for future generations.

Rain Catchment

This project will construct a rain catchment system at a local schacihgeggverely damaged and unsanitary cement
tanks with four 5,00diter plastic tanks. The new tanks will provide potable water, improve overall health and help
prevent and treat diseases. The wat e diesliwind dnthdempoundckad
well as by all community members who do not have rain catchment systems or water tanks at their homes. This
receives very little rain and is often ignored by the government due to its remote location.

Kindergarten Bilding

A community, realizing the importance of eaHiydhood learning, started a kindergarten seven years ago, but the
program lacks a proper structure to allow consistent education. The kindergarten now meets in the sachisobfieti ¢
cancekd due to primary school events, group meetings, and other school functions that take precedence. This p
construct a separate building and a consistent daily meeting place for the kindergarten class. The project will als
unemployed viige youth basic carpentry skills and those with basic skills more advanced technigues. The projec
increase community participation in education goals and planning. All labor will be supplied by villagers of the cc
including carpenterplumbers, and laborers

Compost Toilets for Primary School

A primary school in Fiji that lies on sandy coastal flats with limited fresh water wants to replace toilet faciliti@gewhi
fallen into disrepair and are leaking raw sewage with a setxtsimposting toilets to solve water and sanitation issu
the school and to provide valuable materials for s
water, they will reduce the strain on an already limited resource. The @signcludes a new water tank for rainwat
collection. The school can provide timber and cement supplies but needs funds for materials to build a foundatic
housing for these new toilets. Construction will be carried out by a volunteer cotanpemitgr with support from scho
families. Many of the workers will be local youth who have left school early and who will learn valuable masonry
carpentry skills applicable to maintenance or future employment.

X X X X

StrategidPlanning (conthued from page 3)

Programs and Services=OFwill continue to inform members of Peace Corps activities in Fiji and fundraise to sup
development projects. Informal networking and mentoring services have been supported by Board members, by
we would like to build a broad network of members willing to participate in these activities. As noted above, we g
value of facilitating connections among members and view the social networking groups as an excellent way to §
activity. Inaddition, a membership database could be a valuable resource for those who are not inclined tohoiokF
or Peace Corps Conne¥ie have a great track record in funding a range of development projects ranging, from
upgrading water catchments to builgicomposting latrines for schools and villa@estinued on page 8)




COUNTRY DIRECTOR DISPATCH

Dear Friends of Fiji,
Bula Vinaka, and thanks for all your support in the past months!

We are near the end oPST (preservice training)ow, andhavereally enjoyed getting to know the new FRE 7
Trainees. Asyoumayko | ast year, we had to make budget cI
Volunteers during training. This year, we were fortunate to put it back in place, and thesreuad! able to visit
Volunteer sites around Viti Levheyr@ameback full of excitement from their adventures in the various towns, v
and settlements.

We have some new staff: Grace Wise has replaced Waga as training manager and is working with a USPS(
contractor), Janeen Dorsch, to make the trainingrlibtin ever. Janeen is a veteran of PSTs in Kiribati, China,
other PC countries, so she is bringing lots of innovative ideas. Grace just started working with us during the
trainers, so she is transitioning in. She is a Fijian traindragkground in several other agencies, and we are loc
forward to her taking over at the end of PST.

Other staff changes: You may know that we have gained both an Admin Officer (AO) and Program and Trai
Officer (PTO) from the Burkina Faso pastoln 6t t hi nk thi s was pl anned, k
year. Rose (PTO) has been here nearly a year, and Sheila (AO) has just been here for a couple of months.
(Training Assistant) left during the past year, and Filipdgaken over the Training Assistant position. We are ju
about to replace him in the Program Assistant, Health position. All the others whom you probably know are
continuing with us.

| have been busy meeting our colleagues at JICA (Japan \&slagency, similar to PC), AUSAID (Australian vol
agency), WWF (World WildlifedFund, Friends (a local NGO that does health and social welfare warkyel as

some of the Ministry officials. We were happy to meet recently with the new Permanetarpef Public Service
Commission, Parmesh Chand, very soon after he took office. This government agency is the otwele@zrgbdo

of ficial needs of the country. He approved o wing
savingo6 on the top of his |ist. He al so has so
the squatter settlements and helping Fiji implement a volunteer program, especially for those over 55 retiree
anxious o keep active. Thatds a big order, but itd:¢

| have also been out in the field, visiting all the FRE 5 and FRE 6 Volunteers except the two on Kadavu (bec
them has been on leave and then in Suva on a prdygcgoal has been to visit everyone before the FRE 7 VolL
go out to their communities, and | think | will just make it. Last week, | was up in a village near Raki Raki the
accessible by boat and got to see a wonderful video of the Voluhteer wat er pr oj ect . [

village o0boysdé rolling huge water tanks off smal
them. You can imagine how much the village enjoys showing that video to all visitors!

|l have been trying to get to the 0Center Dayso6 a
really learn a lot from those. One of the Volunteers, on the West side, has been given a huge survey projec
Sangam she woskor--to study the health issues of over 500 people in theFijgon community. It was wonderfu
hear her talk about how she has learned to do this, engaging so many of the Fijian agencies and governmer

This is probably enough for noWhope to be able to keep in touch with you in the future to send updates. The
much for staying involved. We always tell the Volunteers about you and your ongoing interest and support,
appreciate it!

Moce mada!

RuthLarimer
Country Dector



LIFE IN PEACE CORPS: Airoducingleondra Bills

¥ 1 280 In this and every subsequent issue dDihadwsletter, we will profile current a
j s 4% ] current Volunteer in Fiji, describindhbishackground, experience, ,amdll,
‘ T A whatever else we think readersdviond interesting. First up is Keondra Bills!
A 1 4
] : 131 Hailing from South Central Los Angeles, Keondra Bills, a business voluntee
A serving as a volunteer in a bustling town on Viti Levu. Her passion, knowlec

experience in marketing compliment hernteler service at a local school that
exists to be a model provider of formal and informal education. It contribute:
the social and economic development of its members and target communiti

N
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As a student at Fordham University in New York, Keondradstudi received he
Bachelor of Science in marketing, specializing in communication and medie
management. During this time she was also a member of Omicron Epsilon
Economics Honor Society. She received recognition for outstanding commt
service ad graduated with GLOBE International Business honor. Keondra h
worked for several magazines including Essence, Teen People, Spin, Vibe,
People. In the two years leading up to her Peace Corps service, Keondra d
market research for the largest magazipublisher in the wotld@iime Inca

e frmmm—— 1
R N I .
e\ Soised
v
\)

S

ooy B ommor

division of Tim&Varner.

During her time at Fordham University, Keondra was accepted into an HIV/AIDS awareness program that sent |
select group of students to South Africa for three weeks. This wastlexptrience in international service, and the

l ongest time shedd ever spent away from home. Keo
complexity of global issues as well as the derogatory portrayal of developing nations in riiedis an extremely
chall enging and humbling experience that caused m

experiences in South Africa empowered her to take an even bigger step. After graduating from Fordham, she ct
her Peace Corps application and consummated her commitment to improving the quality of life for people both i
and abroad.

Keondra identifies her biggest success as a Peace

of the necessity for not only economically sustainable projects and programs, but environmentally sustainable o
In everyday discussions of their aquaculture, apiculture, and agricultural projects, Keondra is intentional in addr
environmentaksues. SHeasprovidedher counterpartwith examples of short and long term economic benefits to u
environmentally friendly practices, which has increased their interest and contributed to the accomplishment of
Fiji ds g o a lviroofental frepdiiness and gustanability in their income generating activities. One exal
this is regular water testing for toxins and nitr

Outside of her primary project in capacity buildinglug administrative staff at the school, Keondra also enjoys wor
directly with the teachers and school childremegessary, she works with the teachers to develop interactive
environmental studies curriculums with primary school students. Ewvenaftesrpracticing yoga, walking through he
neighborhood to the school, and speaking in Hindi to the office staff, she starts her workdssabling in the
kindergarten before working on various projects with the administrative team in her offazxaSion she visits the cle
career classes to do special sessions on entrepre
enough for one volunteer to take on, Keondra also meets once a week with the businessipeld sivénftiate with
staff members at the school.

Keondra says that her biggest challenge in Fiji has been accepting that the results of her work may not be tangi
the work she is doing may be difficult to measure, she is certainly makimgeath @n her counterparts and the studer
both informal conversations, as well as clearly defined projects.



THREE QUESTIONS
For Ambassador Winston Thompson

In |l ate May, Fijids new Ambassador to the United
Thompson, presented his credentials to President Barack Obama at the White House. & .
Ambassador Thompson is a seasonenhdiplath wideanging experience in both the
public and private sectosn agriculture graduate, Ambassador Thompson began his
career as an extension offizethe Fiji Department of Agriculture, where he eventually
rose to become Permanent Secreffjowing stints at the Ministry of Finance and the
Public Service Commi ssi on, Ambassador
United Nations as well as to Canada, before retiring from public service in 1994.
Subsequently, held the position @EO at Telecom Fiji until 2005. Ambassador
Thompson and his wife, Mrs. Queenie Thompson, have four children.

S e

With a view to getting acquainted, Friends of Fiji offered Ambassador Thompson an opportunity to respond to tt
which he gracefulhgreed to do.Friends of Fiji looks forwardneeting with Ambassador Thompson on other occasi
we wish him well in his new position.

X X X X

FOF: Previous ambassadors have focused their attention on different goals, such as ibysimésg connections
betweenFijiand theU.S., bolstering political ties between our countries, or building the cohesion of the geograph
diverseFijicommunity in the U.B/hat goal do you plan to prioritize during your term as ambassaddo® woid you
define success in achieving that goal?

AMB. THOMPSONMy goal here is to extend a better understanding of the situation in Fiji, in order to promote a
to democratic governmenfnother goal is the business side, like trade links andyaciihis is important in this time o
economic difficulty.

FOF: During these past several weeks since your arrivsiitth Americayou have visited many parts of the
continentWhat has most impressed you henghat has been your most positive ieggion, and what has been your n
negative impression?

AMB. THOMPSONThe complexity of distribution of political power here is my most striking positive impregsioas
the system of checks and balancéam also impressed by the dynamismmificans.Even in theseugh economic
times people are not sitting around moaning; rather, they're working actively to better their personal sitAatibine
new President has introduced a milieu of optimiistan't really have a strong negativeapressionThere are too many
positives, and they drown out any negatives.

FOF: What would you like everyday Americans with an interdsijilto know about you?

AMB. THOMPSONThat I'm still happily married at 69 years old, with wonderful childrel grandchildred especially
grandchildren.



MEMBERSHIP NEWS & NOTES

New Members

Welcome to all our new (and recently returned) members! $15 a year is not much but it keeps us running. For tt
unsure if your membership has lapsed, look at your mailing label for your expiration dataerhership form is on the
back page of this newsletter.

Reunions

Over the past couple of years Friends of Fiji has assisted RPCVs organizing service group reunions. We have s
to members on behalf of the organizers and have posted noticesnavisletter. Using our web site and the new NPt
Connect web site there are additional options. Please let us know if you are interested in organizing a function.
not give out members addresses but will contact people on your behalf. One RREGVigjir76, held their reunion on tl
same weekend of theOFfundraiser. This enabled them to gather at a prearranged venue where there was authel
Fijian food, music, and dancing. The next fundraiser will be in spring of 2010.

If you have any newsf a reunion we love printing photos and brief writes of such gatherings. Please send your art
and photos to Paul Nuti. Contact information is on the back of the newsletter.

In Search Of
Have you lost touch? Write a short note and we willipbete. If we already have contact information we will send i
along sooner.

Life EventfTransitions
Have news on yourself or others? This is the spot. Send your nBcgdNiatand he will see that it gets the
newsletter.

Obituaries

David D. Wetherbee A longtime Oregon resideriDavid passed away oMay 26, 2009.BornDe@mber 1, 1926in
Grangeville , IdahpDavidattended school in Corvallis and servedat.S. Army from 1945 to 1946. Hearried his
sweetheart, Jackie Vaolh, on Apl 28, 1950, and theylived in Salem for many years veéhikising their three children.
Dave and Jackie served two tours withBeace Corps Fiji from 1983 to 1985, and 1986 to 1988 working with the
Fijian small business administration.

Strategic Rinning (continued from page 4

Fundraisers and FundraisingFOF has enjoyed fairly stable revenues from membership dues and fundraising acti
The Gala Fundraisers held in Washington, DC every other year have been the primary source of resgmerting
development projects. The Board recognizes that social activities could be more frequent and more varied in log
(Continued on page 8)around the US. Discussion has centered on the possibility of hosting an event in Californi
doing this is identifying members who would be willing to organize it.

Most of the projects funded ByOFhave been supported in conjunction with the Peace Corps Partnership Program
have generally funded each project at a modest level of $1000, siocally augmented when a smaller amount of m(
is required to fully fund a projecEOFmay be able to increase support of these PCP activities if additional funds ar
raised. In fact, if sufficient revenues can be raiB@Fcould establish its oviunding program.

Branding & MerchandisingMembers are proud of their connections to Fiji. Itis natural, then, that we would want
tee shirts, ball caps, travel mugs and other merchandise that celebrates our experience. To this end,d@ani¢&REo0
4), now settled in the San Francisco Bay area, participated in the retreat via conference call to discuss ideas far
Friends of Fiji logo and for branding our organization. She shared several appealing initial designs and is ¢@ntint
work with the Board to develop a few finalists. Details on the selection of a logo are forthcoming and, in time, a |
products will be launched enabling you to proudly display your connection to Fiji and establishing a new source ¢
for supporting development projects.

In sum, FOF is busily laying the groundwork for reinventing itself as a more inclusiveldokingrcand innovative
organization. We look forward to your involvement!




50t ANNIVERSARY UPDATE

Peace Corps is turning 50From October 2010 through September 2011, the Peace Corps community will be ma
years from when President Kennedy asked Americans to give two years of their lives to travel abroad, helothe
themselves, and bring our experiences home in ways that serve the country. At the same time, Friends of Fiji w
celebrating its 20 year!

Peace Corps, National Peace Corps Association and Friends of Fiji are already planning for theseleftwhtions! W
invite you to join in.

Already many years in the making and with hundreds of events planned at home and abroad, we will celebrate
Corps' many accomplishments and recognize the nearly 200,000 who served and the tens of iviloirdloénced.

This milestone anniversary provides the chance to consider in what ways Peace Corps might be modified to re¢
its potential, be part of a constructive U.S. role in the world and respond to the heartfelt desire of so nmaay to se

As we both look back over its B@ar history and launch the next 50 years, the National Peace Corps Association
developed these principles to guide our planning:

Ownership Peace Corps belongs to the worldot to the federal agency, ntd the National Peace Corps Associatic
its network of groups, staff or volunteers. It belongs to anyone who understands the power of individuals to con
better world.

Participation These events will be designed so that people everywtiatee Peace Corps is valued can join the
celebrations.

Purpose These events must be more than looking back. They need to advance the essential work of Peace Cao
promoting human development, peace and prosperity.

Aspiration: These events will hekmalize the Peace Corps community's-leeld dream of having a national focal poin
to share our stories, meet and remember.

Both NPCA and Peace Corps have landing pages dedicated to trenbd/ersary on their websites:
WwWWw.peacecorpsconnect.org/content/Satimiversarycampaign and www.peacecorps.gov/Saespectively. As Frien
of Fiji devel ops psitequms.fofiji.avgeadid our CanpedtadtPeaceoQorps g b
(http://community.peacecorpsconnect.org/group/friendspégi well.

What shouldyou do to prepare for the 50 anniversary?

A Help organize and attend events planned around the country and around the globe, as outlined and regularl
updated on the websites listed above. These events start on the steps of the University of MidimzaT 2010
and continue throughout the year, but be sure to reserve SeptemB8&r 2Q11 for a culminating celebration on tl
National Mall in Washington, DC.

Join our Connected Peace Corps group to stay on top of announcements of plans and updates.

Shae your stories and photos in our Connected Peace Corps group, in our newsletter and on the Peace Co
library.

Support development projects in Fiji, such as those foltig:6mww.peacecorpsconnect.org/oceanialfiji
Interested in a trip to Fiji for the $® Perhaps even in conjunction with a service project in country? Let us kr
rhsalerno@gmail.cqgraspecially if you are willing thelp coordinate it!

Stay in touch with the Peace Corps community through your membership in Friends of Fiji.

> P> > D>

Letds get ready for 20



THEN & NOW

We are always interested in what former Fiji PCVs are up to these days, not to mention what they look like! $o
would be fun coax Fiji alums out of the woodwork and spotlightttie@ntime as Volunteers in Fiji and wheréatindsd ir
lifedina feature we are calling 0Then & Now. O Happil
things off. Thanks, Jeffl!

Jeff Heimerman, Fiji 53

Then: | was a freshwater fishery volunteer billeted at the
agriculture station in Lomaivuna, but covering a broad area in
eastern interior. This was a new program in Fiji, so much of ir
early time was spent visiting villages and farms scoping out vi
opportunities to construct ponds and teach villagersatiedfish
farming. Pond construction typically consisted of work crews ¢
10-30 villager with 5 spades, a pitchfork and sack to carry d@lirt
it was a sight to behold. | builtésingle ponds my first year
each in a different village. My second yeawds led to a
beautiful spot with a natural spring near the village of Waidrac
By the time | left, we had constructed 5 ponds at that site eacl
being fed through a series of pipes from onfo6t spring and
were awarded a $5000 grant from US AID buy raaals to build
a 3-pen piggery, storage shed and chicken coops to complete
mixed agriculture/aquaculture operation. Harvest days were
always a spectacle. Spending as much time as | did eating,
working, sleeping in the villages | ended up conversdiidheent
in Fijian.

Now: Upon returning to the U.S., | convinced a few fellow Fiji
RPCVs to embark on a road trip to and ultimately settle in
Washington DC. Mike Phelan, Guy Railey, Api Qaranivalu an
ended up as flat mates for nearly twears, five blocks from the
U.S. Capitol. Inthose early years, we had more than a few bi
of yagona with frequent Fiji 53 visitors. Nearly 25 years after
heading to Fiji, | still live and work in Washington, DC. On Ne
Year 86s Day 19 8&,& childhoodfaend ande d
became an instant dad to Kelly (then 7) and Paul (then 5). W
had two more children, in 1989 (Max) and 1995 (Tess). Both
Sarah and | work from the U.S. EPA. She works in the Office
Research and Development and | manage &ibDivin the
Superfund Office. Our kids have grown. One is married, the
second gets married in August, the third is a junior at the U. o
South Carolina and our youngest enters high school. Nicknar
Gepetto by Paul Nuti (Fiji 53), when not at work |
corstruct/remodel, garden, build furniture, and am trying to be
successful trading options. | just finished designing and build
residential rain water collection and distribution system.

If you havea Hji RPC\Vin mind (evenyoursélf hi s i s no ti me fMowdmopmresftiyll é))
pnuti61@yahoo.cam
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BOOK REVIEW

Okay, the FOF newsl etter would never pretend to b
review. To wit, here is a reviewrael by one of our very own,FA&»ard Member Tom Cooke. Enjoy!

Americans Do TheiBusiness Abroad The Peace Corps Latrine Reader
Hlited by Jake Faws&rSteve McNutt, 2007

A good bathroom book has short chapters. It needs to capture the reader quickly, distract his attention, and the
get on with his busingsentertainede duc at e d, inspired, but not hi nder
Reader 6 undertakes to do? Or d o e g0 bbok?aAfter allyReace Cotpe
Volunteers are called upon to do all manner of tasks, conreamitiation prominent among them. And nobody really
calls their powder room a latrine. A john, a restroom maybe, even a loo. But only the military has latrines. And
Corps project descriptions do, of course.

When | ordered this book, | was aigating a compilation of amusing anecdotes from returned Peace Corps Volur
(RPCVs), and even considering some of my own to submit for Volume Il. | figured that most would be a couple
paragraphs longd short enough for even arand-out bathroom keak. | was surprised, then, to find actual short stc
And when | began to read the stories, | was even more surprised to find them to be actual literature. These wel
jottings on flattened toilet paper tubes, or hasty transcriptions of fuorigsdbld after a few beers with friends. Thes
were stories by twenty authors who really could write. Already | was intrigued!

But with the longest of the stories running to fifteen pages, some of them were destined to leave rings impresse
butt. | am not a fast reader. | truly enjoy the mechanics of writing, the choice of words, and their placement in ¢
when | read, | do so conscious of the writeros | a
storythey tell. Moreover, several of these stories include adventures with international sanitary facilities, typical
outhouses. So | felt that reading in bed, comfortattdeutlatrines was warranted, and less likely to leave marks. TI
are actually acounts of twenty Peace Corps adventures.

As an RPCV mysel f, AmérivansaDo fteit Rusineds AaBaabtietimes | ceeogrizedrmyself:
wondering anxiously what this adventure would become, struggling to adapt to difficult ness tealiti had actually
(foolishly?) chosen to substitute for the easy realities | had grown up with. (Sanitary plumbing was prominent an
But many of the stories have nothing to do wicdufierim
Nicaraguancontraterritory thankfully had no counterpart in my pastoral life in the mountains of Fiji. And trekking

the beautiful wuninhabited center of Fijids | ar géess
accound even if we did get lost, having to sleep one night in the middle of the crude trail on mats of ferns as clo
could endure to a smal/l campfire (for war mth, i0 fos

nine consecutive days, no less!

ButAmericans Do Their Business Almamed much broader audience than RPCVs. Almost anyone will enjoy readi
stories. Many of them will make you laugh. (The ravilied American trapped in a collapsing auike with his pants
around his ankles while his host family waits outside is just too funny to read about without taking a laugh break

al | of the stories involve bathrooms. T h wopld even bg am
ideal travel book, perfect for reading during odd intervals of time. The stories may be read in any order, fitting tt
varying |l engths to the varying wait ti mes enc onaphies

at the back, tod they enhance the delightful stories.

| have only two criticisms with this book. First, it needed slightly more careful editing. All the authors haveegem
writing, and the editors selected the stories well. Buatlrethors can spell. Nor, apparently, can all editors. A
misspelling in the middle of a sentence is equivalent to a screecioyeoiii a violin concerto. There are several throi
the book. The other is that the cover photograph is appropriaiedmf the stories, but has nothing to do with the ot
nineteen. | personally would have drawn the guy trapped in the collapsing outhouse and used that for the cove
relates to the title. But neither of these shortcomings is reasomive geprself of the pleasure to be had from readir
the book. Now | need to work on my manuscript for the story of how | caused a spontaneous eyacyzaefrom
my classroom with one nasty, horrible, accidental gattiér-fueled fart, for inalsion in a hopetbr sequel Volume II.
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FRIENDS OF FI1J1 BOARD JOIN FRIENDS OF FIJI FOR ONLY $15A YEAR

Rob Bartel, President, 8301 Haddon Drive,

Takoma Park, MD 20912; 202-460-0146; Name
rbartel @endo-society.org; isaropate@hotmail.com Address
Rob Salerno, Vice-President 2651 16th Street NW, #605, City State__ Zip
Washington, DC 20009; 401-536-5199; Tel H Y,
rhsalerno@gmail.com; Robert_salerno@dai.com el H ) ( )

Email

David Downes, Treasurer, 3327 Mantua Drive
Fairfax, VA 22031-2712 (703) 641-0517; Employer
DownesDD @aol.com

Occupation

Beth Shearer Secretary, 1200 North Nash St., Apt 225,
Arlington, VA 22209-3625 (703) 248-6993;
beth.shearer@comcast.net

Peace Corps Service (country/dates/group/PCV or Staff):

Cynthia Grant, Membership, 4327 43" St., NW, Assignment

Washington, DC 20016 (202) 362-9812; grantc@gao.gov

Paul Nuti, Newsletter, 1524 Newton Street NE, Membership Category

Washington, DC 20017; 202-277-4380; pnuti61@yahoo.com

Jim Reierson Webmaster, 3311 N. George Mason Dr. (Dlease check one)

Arlington, VA 22207-1859 (703) 534-7113; .

Jim-reierson@comcast.net —Individual FOF only $15.00
Couple FOF only $22.50

Anne Baker, NPCA Liaison, 8610 Dellway Lane, L.

Vienna, VA 22180 (703) 849-9071; aebaker@cox.net —_Individual NPCA & FOF  $50.00
Couple NPCA & FOF $92.50

Linda Ayers, 6306 28" St., N, Arlington, VA 22207-1112

(703) 237-3134; AyersCMCVA@aol.com If couple, name of second person:

Ben Bryan, 16865 Three Notch Road, Dameron, MD 20628 (301) Enclosed is an additional $20 for overseas mail
872-4633; Bjbryan511@verizon.net - . . .
Enclosed is an additional contribution of $

Kele and Kisi Catanasiga , 640 Tazewell Rd. NW, to help Friends of Fiji fulfill its mission.

Vienna, VA 22180; Votua2002@yahoo.com Do not share my information with NPCA

A_tui hoo. —_— .
-Wisawau@yahoo.com Mail form to: Friends of Fiji

Tom Cooke, 18352 Allspice Drive, Germantown, MD 20874; 4327 43 ™ St, NW

301-540-3520; tom-cooke@bigfoot.com Washington, DC 20016

Edward Dillery , 3140 N. Thomas Street, Arlington, VA
222074120(703) 2767134;cedillery@juno.com

Friends of Fiji

4327 43 ' St, NW
Washington, DC 20016

Address Service Requested
Forwarding and Return Postage Guaranteed
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